History of the current Intermediate School District.
The ancestor of the current intermediate school districts, the Office of County School Commissioner, was established as an elective position by the Michigan legislature in 1867. The commissioner's major responsibility was to the rural township schools where he certified teachers, inspected the school, supervised the curriculum, and advised township supervisors about needed improvements. The commissioner also filed all required state reports.
 
In 1935, the Michigan legislature authorized the option of elected county boards of education  to appoint a county superintendent of schools. The responsibility to care for the rural primary districts was similar, but the county school superintendent was also at the center of the state's encouragement to reduce the number of primary districts in Michigan, consolidating them into K-12 units.
 
In the early 1960's, with most of the state's primary districts consolidated or in the process of consolidating, the legislature, through Public Act 190 of 1962, abolished the county school district and established the intermediate school district. In place of the emphasis on supervising primary districts, the intermediate school district assumed a central role in providing cooperative, coordinated educational services among many school districts in the name of economy and efficiency. The smaller counties were encouraged to consolidate with larger counties, and today there are more than 57 intermediate school districts in Michigan, many of them composed of two or more counties.
 